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Spend 10 minutes with your family reflecting on next Sunday’s Scripture 
Sunday, August 16 (Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
Isaiah 56:1, 6-7  Romans 11:13-15, 29-32  Matthew 15:21-28 
To what peripheries can I go to serve others? Do I see everyone as potentially eligible for salvation? 

C 
ontinuing from last week about the federal investigation of Fr. Lenin Vargas 
and the Diocese of Jackson, the U.S. Department of Justice, in its Deferred 
Prosecution Agreement, has mandated that the Diocese of Jackson implement 
certain ‘remedial measures’ to ‘ensure no future violations such as those  

alleged in the Complaint and Affidavit.’ These remedial measures include, but are not  
limited to: 

1) Return of Donations – In the aftermath of the federal investigation being publicized 
in the media beginning in Nov. 2018, the Diocese began paying back victims of Vargas’s 
fraud. It is unclear where the money came from to pay back victims, whether it was from 
Vargas himself, from insurance, or from donations made to the diocese. This is something 
I want to clarify as time goes on. 

2)  Staff Changes at the Diocese – Fr. Lincoln Dall, who has a background in  
accounting, has been named the Diocesan Vicar General, replacing Fr. Kevin Slattery.  
Fr. Lincoln is now working closely with Ms. Carolyn Callahan, who replaced Mr. Aad de 
Lange as our diocesan controller. Together with other parish and Chancery staff, they are 
working to implement new procedures to insure greater transparency and accountability 
in parish and diocesan financial matters. 

3)  Improved Accounting of Priest Spending – New procedures have recently been  
implemented at the parish level to guard against excessive spending by priests in such  
areas as personal items, meals, and mileage, and to stop non-permitted solicitations for 
donations to unverified charities, such as the ‘orphanage’ and the ‘chapel’ that Fr. Vargas 
had asked for donations to fund. 

I’ll continue this next week.     
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St. Richard School is getting ready to start a new school year, even if it does look a little 
different. St. Richard continues to monitor the COVID-19 situation as we plan for reopening our 
school in August. Parents, teachers, and administrators are all trying to make the best decisions 
possible as we all stay committed and focused on how to best educate our children and keep  
everyone safe in the midst of this pandemic. One thing we can all agree on is that our children's 
educational needs and well-being must be our number one priority as we prepare for their  
educational process.   

We are currently planning for traditional in-class 
instruction to begin August 11, 2020. A virtual option is also 
being offered for parents who are not yet comfortable with  
in-person learning. In addition, we are continuing to  
prepare our faculty to be ready to transition to distance 
learning in the event we are once again forced to close.  

For more information about our COVID-19 safety 
protocol or the St. Richard Reopening School  
Guidelines, please visit www.strichardschool.org. These 
guidelines are based on the recommendations of health  
professionals, health organizations, and input from our  
diocesan Office of Catholic Education as well as our special 
task force composed of healthcare professionals, parents, 
teachers, and administration. We look forward to welcoming 
all of our Cardinals back to the nest on August 11!  

Many safety measures have been put 
in place throughout the school to  

include, but not limited to:  
• Daily temperature & wellness 

checks.  
• Sanitizing stations in every  
• classroom.  
• Spaced seating in all classrooms.  
• Facial Shields for all students & 

staff.  
• Sneeze guards for every child.  
• No shared supplies.  
• Frequent disinfecting of surfaces 

throughout the day and “fogging” 
sanitation every night.  

 SAINT RICHARD CATHOLIC SCHOOL- “BACK TO SCHOOL 2020” 

http://www.strichardschool.org


Please read this list carefully. The  
following continue to be suspended until 
further notice: 
• Timely Topics, Ladies’ Bible Study,  

Companions in Christ, Parents with Small 
Children, and Catechesis of the  
Good Shepherd 

• All Parish Athletics 
• Centering Prayer 
• Parish Dinners 
• St. Cecilia Choir practices, Junior Youth Choir 

practices, and Cherub Choir practices 

Maintenance Worker Needed! 
We are seeking the right individual to join our staff as a 
maintenance worker. If you have commitment to hard 

work, solid skills with people, and a proven track record 
of high quality work, St. Richard might be the place for 
you. You will be responsible for making sure that our  

facility is clean and free from hazards. Requirements for 
this position include a high school diploma or its  

equivalent, solid understanding of a variety of repair 
techniques, ability to work in a physically  

demanding job that includes 
heavy lifting and standing, and 
training or experience in skilled 

trade. This is a full time job.  
Email resumes to  

secretary@saintrichard.com.  

Rosary Times 
 

The rosary is 
prayed every day 

in the church  
after 7 A.M. Mass 

 

The rosary is also 
prayed on Mondays 
at the abortion clinic 

and Fridays in the 
church. Please 

join! 

IN THE COMMUNITY 
 

You can protect mothers and children by joining this 
worldwide mobilization! Through prayer and fasting, 
peaceful vigils, and community outreach, 40 Days for 
Life has inspired 750,000 volunteers! 
Here’s how to take part: 
• Vigil Location: on the sidewalk outside Jackson 

Women’s Health Organization (2903 N. State St., 
Jackson) 

• Vigil Hours: 7 A.M. - 7 P.M. daily 
• Local Contact: Campaign Coordinator- Tammy  

Tillman (601.956.8636 or 
plm@prolifemississippi.org) 

go to  
40daysforlife.com/

Jackson-2 

Coffee & Creed meets on Sunday mornings  
at 9:15 A.M. in Glynn Hall. Please wear a mask. 

Stewpot is looking for a Chief Operating  
Officer (COO). The COO serves under the Stewpot 
Executive Director and is responsible for daily  
operations and management related to overall  
programming, budgeting, financial management,  
personnel, insurance and benefits, facilities and  
equipment and administrative operations, in  
consultation with the Executive Director and subject to 
the approval by the Board of Directors. The COO is  
expected to work an average of forty hours per week 
and reports directly to the Stewpot Executive Director.  
Requirements: A Bachelor’s degree or higher in a  
related field; Substantial Experience in managing the 
daily operations of a large organization or business 
For more information about responsibilities and 
qualifications, or to turn in your resume, contact  
Rev. Jill Barnes Buckley (Executive Director) at  
jbuckley@stewpot.org or call 601.622.0335. 



Please visit our website at www.saintrichard.com to see a full list of REQUIRED  
guidelines to attend Mass. Saint Richard Church is observing the regular Mass Schedule. Weekend 
Masses are scheduled as follows: 4 P.M. Saturday Vigil Mass, and 8 A.M., 10:30 A.M., and 5 P.M. on 
Sunday. Daily Masses are at 7 A.M. on Monday - Friday, 5:30 P.M. on Tuesday and Thursday, 8:15 A.M. 
on Wednesday, and 8 A.M. on Saturday. 

Fraud Prevention Hotline 
 

The diocese of Jackson’s Department of Temporal Affairs 
has engaged Lighthouse Services to provide an  
anonymous financial fraud, compliance, ethics, and  
human resources hotline. This hotline allows for an  
appropriate method to report occurrences related to the 
temporal administration within parishes, schools, and the 
chancery office. 
 

www.lighthouse-services.com/jacksondiocese 
English Speaking USA: 888.830.0004 
Spanish Speaking USA: 800.216.1288 

We Are St. R! 
We are not absent from your life! In this time of social distancing and uncertainty, the Catholic Church is different.  
We don’t see each other at weekly parish dinners. We don’t clasp hands in the Sign of Peace. But we are together. 

 

H The Sacraments have continued. We have celebrated a socially distanced Confirmation and First Holy Communion. 
We have celebrated the baptisms of eight new babies and four young children. We have welcomed seven new Catholics 
into the church. We have helped seven couples adapt their wedding plans and receive the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony. 
They are not putting off their plans but beginning new lives together. The priests have learned technology previously 
unknown to them in order to provide daily Masses and Sunday Obligations to those sheltering in place. We are able to 
offer Adoration and Confession. We are celebrating together. 
 

H The Mass reservation book is fully scheduled with your requests until mid-September. We are praying for each other. 
 

H A parishioner realized that, with social distancing, they had neglected their usual $ A Month Club contribution, and 
there is now a large box of food waiting to be picked up in the church office. We are giving to one another. 
 

H Every child ages 3 to 8 has received their weekly children’s bulletins in the mail from the church office for three months. 
The Living Faiths have been mailed out by request. We are maintaining contact. 
 

H Our teenagers have used their newly abundant free time to work at the Carmelite Monastery. They dug up dead trees, 
cleaned up branches and debris, weeded and trimmed, assembled storage, and much more. They built relationships with 
the nuns. We are working together. 
 

H The Society of St. Vincent de Paul is still answering calls for assistance. Meals-On-Wheels continues to deliver food each 
month. St. Richard parishioners are still volunteering at Stew Pot and praying the rosary outside the abortion clinic on 
Monday mornings. We are a part of our community. 
 

H Several groups, including Coffee & Creed, Men of St. Joseph, and a ladies’ SFC, are incorporating technology and larger 
rooms to meet within social distancing guidelines. We are spending time together. 

 

H During these uncertain times, you have not forgotten your parish with financial support. Your  
commitment and generosity are greatly appreciated.  

 

H We have welcomed a new priest to St. Richard as Associate Pastor. Welcome, Father Adolfo! 
 

Please reach out to us and share your positive blessings! Email secretary@saintrichard.com. 

             Experienced Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, and Ushers- We need you! 
              Are you back celebrating Mass with us? We would love your help!  We are currently  

scheduling volunteers for the liturgy on a week by week basis. We need veteran volunteers, as 
there are no trainings scheduled at this time. Contact Lindsay Blaylock by emailing  
blaylock@saintrichard.com or calling the office if you can help! 
 

Volunteers are needed for Meals on Wheels as well as Stewpot Lunch and Stewpot 
Pantry. St. R Meals on Wheels delivers Meals from an assigned menu to the Jackson Area the 

              2nd Tuesday of each month. St. R Volunteers at Stewpot Lunch Serve and Stewpot Pantry one 
              week per quarter. For more information please call Tommy Lamas at office (601.366.2335). 

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults 
(R.C.I.A.) 

 

 R.C.I.A. is tentatively scheduled to begin the 
first week of September. If you or anyone you know is 
interested in learning more about the Catholic faith, 
contact Tom Lewis at rcia@saintrichard.com, or call 
the church office at 601.366.2335. 

The following Masses will be live-streamed:  
Monday - Friday at 7 A.M.,  

Saturday at 8 A.M., Sunday at 8 A.M. & 10:30 A.M. 

 Please  
provide  

your own 
masks. 

We have a limited  
number to offer if 

one is left at home, 
but please provide 

your own. 

 



Mass Intentions: August 9 - August 15 
Sunday, August 9 
8 A.M.   Jacqueline Walker req. by Peggy & Roger Hastings 
10:30 A.M. People of the Parish 
5 P.M.  Joseph Caskey req. by John & Carolyn Harris 
Monday, August 10 
7 A.M.  Pat Harris req. by Bobbie Artigues 
Tuesday, August 11 
7 A.M.   Bill & Elvira Gaudet req. by their family 
5:30 P.M. Mike Carollo req. by Charlie & Susan O’Connor 
Wednesday, August 12 
7 A.M.  Mrs. Harry K. Lefoldt req. by Richard Lefoldt 
8:15 A.M. Pat Harris req. by Janie & Kenny Robbins 
Thursday, August 13 
7 A.M.  Cal Michel req. by Marilyn & Pepper 
5:30 P.M. Vince Falconi req. by Susan  Charlie O’Connor 
Friday, August 14 
7 A.M.  Joy Baggett req. by Caroline Gaudet 
Saturday, August 15 
8 A.M.  Jim Styer req. by Susan & Charlie O’Connor 
4 P.M.  Joy Baggett req. by Kathy Matusiewicz 

Important Numbers 
 

Flocknotes: Text STR to 84576 
to subscribe to text updates from 
St. Richard Church 
 

Troubled? The Crisis Line Listens: 
601.713.4357 
 

24/7 Human Trafficking Help  
Number: 1.888.373.7888 

Saturday Confessions 
A priest will be available for  

confession in the cry-room every  
Saturday from 3 P.M. until 3:45 P.M. 

Please wear a mask and observe  
social distancing guidelines. 

Please notify the church of births, deaths, illnesses, or hospital stays by calling the  
office at 601.366.2335 or sending an email to secretary@saintrichard.com 

 
 

May They Rest in Peace: Judy Hart– wife of Mike Hart (C), mother of Doug Hart (O), grandmother of Austin Hart (O) 
Betty Rooks– mother of Helen Rooks Butts (N), Russell Rooks (L), and Tim Rooks (O) 
 

Please Pray for Healing 
At Home: Laquita Koenig (N), Avery Nejam (J), Carrie Maniscalco (R), Hobson McGehee (N), Ursula Bethea (M), Rita 
Sant'angelo (I), Lisa McGovern (M), Nicki Michaud (I), Ed Brunini (M), Joan Markow (D), Lesa Waggener (M), Linda 
Harcharik (O), Steven & Beatrice Njemanze (B), Liz McDaniels (F), Mandel Fulton (O), Daniel McNamara (N), Lincoln 
Arceneaux (E), K.C. Williams (I), Mary Trovato (M), Virgil Melohn, Sr. (G), Lynda Filbeck Campbell (R), Ed Jones (N), 
Alex Cabal (R)  
Family & Friends: Timothy Summers, Caroline Edwards, Elizabeth Burkhalter, Judy Davis, Terri Lalor McIrvine,  
Thelma Williams, Johnny Williams, Dennis Groebe, Lash Lacoste 
In Hospice Care: Polly Martin, Joanne Samson 
Baptist: Cindy Wood (R), Buddy Wood (R) 
UMMC “PICU”: Porter Antici (M) 
 

Please Pray for Our Family & Friends in Nursing Homes 
Manhattan Nursing & Rehabilitation Center: Jo Anne Dukes 
Highland Home: Carol Weimer, Billie Tonos 
Chateau Ridgeland: Jim McCulloch 
Beau Ridge: Linda Healy 
The Waterford: Jim Willis 
The Orchard: Mary Lea Hagan 
Lakeland Nursing & Rehabilitation: Henrietta Samson 
St. Catherine’s Village: Ann Fournet, Margaret Huch, Fr. Dan Gallagher, Fr. Brian Carroll, Janet Green, Rene Reeb, 
Mary Francis Keady, Mary Grace Yarborough, Virginia Cavett Hogan 
 

Our Prayers are with all of those called to defend our country, especially those who are members of our St. Richard family. 
A special prayer for Andrew Robinson– son-in-law of Anne Corder (M), William Harris, IV– son of Cindy & William 

Harris (R), Brandon Vucovich– son of Teresa Pipper (M), Benjamin Piazza, III- son of Ben & Kathy  
Piazza (C), Ryan Vincent and Austin James- grandsons of Arlene Vincent (O) 

PASTORAL CARE 

Adoration, Confession, and  
Benediction 
Please wear a mask and observe social 
distancing guidelines. 
Adoration is every Wednesday from  
9 A.M. until 9 P.M. in the 
church. A priest will be  
available in the cry-room to 
hear confession from  
5:30 P.M. until 6:30 P.M. 
Benediction is at 8:45 P.M. 

FORMED: To subscribe, go to www.saintrichard.formed.org. 
You will be prompted to enter your name and create a password. 
You will then have access to all of the 
content! A free FORMED app is  
available for both Apple and Android. 

Congratulations to Camille 
& John Barranco! They  

celebrated their 70th Wedding 
Anniversary on August 5. 


